
 
Non-California students are the answer 
to SDSU’s budget woes, national 
status 
 
San Diego State University currently has a 
student population of approximately 30,000-- 
within that population, a more diverse mix of 
students has continued to increase. This means 
many things, but the most important is that the 
university is gaining a more positively 
recognized reputation due to more international 
and non-California students being admitted, 
creating deeper pockets within the student body. 
 
The other reason why the university is accepting 
a more wide-ranging mix of students is due to 
the plummeting state budget. International 
students contribute more financially than local 
students, and can help recover the university’s 
financial predicament. For example, the 
University of California (UC) system charges 
approximately three times what in-state students 
pay, equal to $35,000 in annual tuition.  
 
It’s no surprise that California is having a tough 
time financially, and education is one of the 
sectors that has been hit the hardest. But there 
is hope for the future, specifically for students. In 
the past four years, $95 million – 43 percent – of 
state funding to SDSU has been cut. The 
university’s recent budget that is derived from 
the state, however, is a low 14 percent. Gov. 
Jerry Brown has produced a proposal that would 
ultimately deduct about $750 million from the 
budget of California State Universities.  
 
“The remaining of the funding is stemmed from 
student tuition and fees, private philanthropy, 
fundraising and grants,” said Anne Donadey, 
former chair of the university committee on 
diversity, equity and outreach.  
 
With much less state funding than in previous 
years, SDSU does not have many options other 
than to boost its non-state revenue. The current 

annual cost for tuition for in-state students is 
about $6,500. International students fall on the 
other end of the financial scale, paying more 
than $16,000, with an annual health insurance 
fee $700 more than out-of-state students shell 
out. In turn, the university will use a significant 
portion to underwrite the education of resident 
undergraduate students. Looking at these highly 
opposing numbers, it is apparent that the 
university can benefit from out-of-state 
recruitment. It would contribute to the 
university’s visibility as a national public 
institution, which in turn has a positive impact on 
the perceived value of graduates’ degrees, said 
Sally Roush, SDSU’s vice president for business 
and financial affairs.  
 
International and out-of-state students, in 
conjunction with in-state students enhance the 
reputation of the university through academic 
excellence.  This does not impact the CSU 
mission, however, and the enrollment of out-of-
state students does not impinge on the 
admission of in-state students. Having a diverse 
student body enhances academics and cultural 
benefits and international students can offer a 
wide range of perspectives that local students 
may not have ever been exposed to before. Last 
year, SDSU was ranked by U.S. News & World 
Report as the 25th most racially diverse 
university in the nation, and the fall 2011’s 
freshman class had an average 3.78 GPA. It is 
clear that these benefits are evolving. There are 
also organizations and student clubs on campus 
that encourage international and local students 
to connect—every month there is an 
international coffee hour held in the international 
student building where anyone is welcome to 
attend.  
 
SDSU also offers a variety of majors that deal 
with international business and global impacts. 
The ISCOR major has been offered at the 
university for about twenty years and 
international students have been the spotlight for 

success in the major, according to the program’s 
website.  
 
“The university receives a budgeted enrollment 
target, about 37 percent, for resident students 
each year, and faces financial penalties if they 
fall below or above that target. Last fall, more 
than 11,000 of SDSU’s freshman class were 
resident students,” said Kathy LaMaster, 
associate dean of the university’s college of 
professional studies and fine arts.  
 
The American Language Institute (ALI) at SDSU 
has provided international students with a rich 
cultural experience that they are able to bring 
back to their native towns. In addition to being 
trained in English, ALI provides students with a 
chance to gain a unique insight into American 
cultural, political, and social values. This 
understanding will be of great importance to this 
country in the future, as will be the fact that 
these students will also bring back with them an 
appreciation of San Diego State University, said 
Ethan Singer, vice president for academic 
affairs.  
 
 
 


